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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the information item(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise 
indicated herein, one copy of each item(s) is attached. It is respectfully requested that the 
information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the 
item(s) be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue therefrom. However, Applicant reserves the right to remove references from the prior 
art to the extent permitted by it's claim to foreign priority and dated invention. 

1X1 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months 
of the U.S. filing date, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits in the present application, OR (c) accompanies a Request for Continued 
Examination. No certification or fee is required. 

1X1 2. The references were first cited in any counterpart foreign application. A copy 
of the foreign search report is attached for the Examiner's information. 



3. A copy of the U.S. patents and/or U.S. patent publications are not provided 
because this U.S. Patent Application was filed after June 30, 2003. See 37 CFR 
1.491(b). 
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Unknown 
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04/17/2001 


MERITT 










6,405,909 


06/18/2002 


BURNETT et al. 










US 2001/0039903 A1 


11/15/2001 


PATTERSON 
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EP 0 925 998 A3 


6/30/1999 
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DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 



Intec, Inc 

% Haseltine Lake & Co 
Imperial House 
15-19 Kingsway 
LONDON 
WC2B 6UD 



Your Reference: P100548GB00/ECR 
Application No: GB 0328652.3 

13 April 2004 



The Patent Office 
Patents Directorate 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road, Newport 
South Wales NP10 8QQ 

Examiner: 01633 814725 

^-mail: colin.thompson@patent.gov.uk 

Switchboard: 01633 814000 

Fax: 01633 814444 

Minicom: 08459 222250 

DX 722540/41 Cleppa Park 3 

http://www.patent.gov.uk 



Dear Sirs 

Patents Act 1977: Search Report under Section 17(5) 

I enclose two copies of my search report and a copy of the citations. 
Publication 

I estimate that, provided you have met all the formal requirements, preparations for publication 
of your application will be completed soon after 15 February 2005. At this time you will 
receive a letter confirming the exact date when the preparations for publication will be 
completed. This letter will also tell you the publication number and date of publication of your 
application. 



Withdrawal/amendment 

If you wish to withdraw your application before it is published you must do so before the 
preparations for publication are complete. WARNING - after preparations for publication are 
complete it will NOT be possible to withdraw your application from publication. 

If you wish to file amended claims for inclusion with the published application you must do so 
before the preparations for publication are completed. If you write to the Office less than 3 
weeks before 15 February 2005 please mark your letter prominently: 

"URGENT - PUBLICATION IMMINENT". 

Yours faithftiliy 




Colin Thompson 
Examiner 



f Use of E-mail: Please note that e-mail should be used for correspondence only. 

An Executive Agency of the Department of Trade and Industry 
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INVESTOR EN PEOPLE 

Application No: GB 0328652 . 3 Examiner: Colin Thompson 

Claims searched: 1 to 16 Date of search: 8 April 2004 



Patents Act 1977 : Search Report under Section 17 
Documents considered to be relevant: 



Category 


Relevant to 
claims 


Identity of document and passage or figure of particular relevance 


X 


1-3,8,10-12 


US 6216927 Bl 


(Meritt) See Figs 4 & 1 1 


X 


1-3,5,9,10,14 


US 6405909 Bl 


(Burnett) See Figs 10 & 1 1 


X 


1,2,9,10 


US 2001/0039903 Al 


(Patterson) See Figs 3, 4, 7 & 8 


X 


1,2,8,10 


EP 0925998 A2 


(Bell) See Figs 5-7 


X 


1,2,9,10 


US 6097448 A^ 


(Perkins) See Fig 1 


X 


1,2,9 


US 2002/0105507 Al/ 


(Tranchina) See Figs 4 & 5 



X 


Document indicating lack of novelty or inventive step 


A 


Document indicating technological background and/or state of the art- 


Y 


Document indicating lack of inventive step if combined 


P 


Document published on or afterthe declared priority date but before the 




with one or more other documents of same category. 




filing date of this invention. 


& 


Member of the same patent family 


E 


Patent document published on or after, but with priority date earlier 








than, the filing date of this application. 



Field of Search: 

Search of GB, EP, WO & US patent documents classified in the following areas of the UKC W : 
B7J • 

Worldwide search of patent documents classified in the following areas of the IPC 7 : 

B60N, B60R ■ 

The following online and other databases have been used in the preparation of this search report: 
WPI, EPODOC, JAPIO 
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